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2008 GENERAL FIRE DEFINITIONS

AIRCRAFT – Anything that will involve aircraft, from fire, to a plane crash.
AUTOMATIC AID – Multiple departments started by dispatch automatically based on caller information and response plans.
BOMB CALL – This will be used for a bomb threat, or an incident that involves a bomb.  If a bomb has exploded, a fire situation card may be more appropriate.

BRUSH CREW – 5 or 6 trained and equipped personnel, available for the current burning period.  Portable radio with state fire freq, 2 vehicles maximum, preferably a 4X4.
BRUSH FIRE – Fire in vegetation that is less than 6 feet tall. This is entered as Fire – Wild Land.  
BRUSH UNIT – A vehicle used primarily to fight wild land fires that has 100 gallons of water minimum, 90 GPM pump, radio with state fire freq, and 2 person crew.
CO INCIDENT – This will be a carbon monoxide incident, to include CO alarms and poisoning.

COMMUNICATIONS – All responding fire vehicles and P.O.V.’s must have the ability to contact Command on Command’s operational frequency or State Fire Frequency.  The ranking person responding with the apparatus will radio the Incident Commander, just before arriving on the incident scene, for assignment.  The officer will report to command, in person, on arrival.

CREW – A group of firefighters that will include “Officer” in its total number or personnel.

ENGINE COMPANY – A pumper with a crew of 4 interior certified firefighters minimum.
EXPOSURE – Anything near to an object on fire that may also ignite.

 EXTRICATION – Freeing a trapped person from any entanglement, such as a car or elevator.  This would include trapped person.  Technical rescue issues would be listed under this response plan for different rescue needs.
FIRE ALARM – Activation or malfunction of a fire alarm system, sprinkler system, or smoke detectors.

FIRE BOX ALARM – Alarm coming in via the City Box system.
FIRE - BUILDING – Flames coming from a building, or from any thing inside or attached to a building.

FIRE - CHIMNEY – Fire within the confines of the chimney that do not extend beyond the chimney.  Flames inside the building but outside the chimney become a building fire.
FIRE - DEBRIS – Items on fire, such as brush, garbage, dumpster, piles that will probably not go anywhere soon.
FIRE - ELECTRICAL – A fire in electrically charged equipment.

FIRE - INSPECTION – Inspections done for fire service related activities, either pre-planning or for burn permits.

FIRE - STANDBY – Apparatus that are standing by for other departments, these units are not directly committed to the working incident.

FIRE - SERVICE – These are items directed related to customer service in the fire community.  Flooded basements, utility problems, traffic hazards are all examples of these.  
FIRE - SMOKE IN – Smoke inside a building, no visible flames.

FIRE - SMOKE OUT – Smoke outside from an unknown source.

FIRE - VEHICLE – Flames coming from any motorized object designed to carry a person (or persons) (i.e., cars, snowmobiles, ATVs, boats). (Except aircraft)
FIRE – WILD LAND – Flames originating from an area involving vegetation that is moving through the vegetation.
FIRE - UNKOWN – This is when the fire will not meet any of the other definitions.
FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE – Any incident to which a fire department member or a fire department vehicle responds and is in communication with dispatch. 

FLAMES – The glowing gaseous part of fire. 

GENERAL ALARM – Fire Department response for a STRUCTURE FIRE, ICE RESCUE, or HEAVY SMOKE IN A BUILDING. * 

*This term to be replaced by response plans.
GRASS FIRE – Flames in grasses directly controlled by the winds and weather conditions.  This will be entered as a Fire – Wild Land

HAZ MAT – This is a hazardous materials incident, to include Bio Exposure, Contamination
HEAVY SMOKE – Smoke coming out of windows, doors, or the roof of a building, or smoke inside or outside a building that severely limits visibility or the ability to breathe.

ICE RESCUE – Any rescue from a frozen body of water

INCIDENT COMMAND – This is usually the senior ranking fire official on a scene who is responsible for the overall operation of the incident.

INCIDENT SAFETY OFFICER -This is usually a senior ranking fire official on a scene who is primarily responsible for the overall safety of the incident.  
LADDER TRUCK/AERIAL DEVICE – A truck that has ladders, salvage equipment, and a device that will allow firefighters to reach heights between 35’ to as high as 175’.
LARGE DIAMETER HOSE:  4” or larger hose with 4” Storz connection.  Departments with larger hose must have adaptors to 4” Storz.

LOCAL ALARM – Fire Department response other than a general alarm in the full-time fire service.  This activates the station personnel only.

MUTUAL AID – Assistance from outside agencies.
ODORS – Strange unidentifiable smells and odors, with nothing visible.
OFF ROAD RESCUE – A response that requires emergency vehicles to leave pavement, or emergency personnel to work a significant distance away from their vehicles (i.e., in fields or on snowmobile trails).

PI ACCIDENT – Any accident that involves personal injury.  Generally meant to involve a vehicle, whether it is a car, atv, motorcycle or any motorized vehicle.  This will include accidents requiring extrication. (exception aircraft)
PUMPER – A fire truck that carries water, large diameter hose, has a pump, carries various fire fighting equipment and 2 people for water supply purposes. 750 GPM minimum, capable of operating from draft and able to hook up to 4 ½ NST connection, 4” storz intake and discharge connections, and 1000’ large diameter hose.
TANKER – A vehicle that has at least 1500 Gallons of water, with at least 250 GPM Pump-off, 2-3 personnel, 4” Storz Intake and Discharge Connections or Adaptors.  In incidents involving Department of Forestry, this is considered a Tender.
TENDER – See tanker.

TRAFFIC HAZARD – Debris in the road, to include holes, washouts and other causes to make a road dangerous or impassable.

UTILITY PROBLEM – Issues that involve utilities, to include power companies, water treatment systems, telephone systems, sewer systems and any related equipment.
WATER CRAFT – This is an incident that involves water craft still in the water.  This could be an accident or a boat that is sinking.
WATER RESCUE – Any rescue from a body of water.






WILD LAND  – Vegetation that includes forests, grassland, brushland, or land sown to crops.  Wild land fires usually require the response of specialized equipment.
