
D r a f t
Effective Date:  June 4, 2009 (subject to amendment that night at the PCFCA meeting)
Title: MAYDAY S.O.G.
Purpose:  To provide a guideline for communicating and responding to a firefighter down, trapped, incapacitated, distressed, or lost on the fire ground.
Scope:   Any firefighter may declare a MAYDAY for any potential life-threatening situation they find themselves or another firefighter in.  It shall be the responsibility of the Incident Commander to acknowledge the MAYDAY, and immediately implement the Rapid Intervention Team response.  A MAYDAY is priority for all personnel.
Guideline:  MAYDAY shall be the verbal radio transmission used by a distressed firefighter for any reason.  Any emergency responder may declare a MAYDAY if they become trapped, lost, injured, or in need of immediate assistance.
Declaration:  When a firefighter identifies that they are or may be in need of immediate assistance, or a firefighter is identified as missing or trapped, the firefighter will transmit a verbal call on the radio of “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY”. The person transmitting the MAYDAY shall, if possible, advise the following 1) Identify self: Name and Engine Company, 2) Location:  by floor, side, room, etc., 3) Problem: trapped, lost, out of air, etc., 4) Needs:  hose line, ladder, tools.  The firefighter should then activate their PASS device.  If the firefighter does not have a radio, they should yell “MAYDAY” and then activate their PASS device.  The firefighter should make efforts to self-rescue, but remain calm and conserve air.
*If the distressed firefighter cannot be immediately identified, Command or Safety will order all crews to report a PAR.

Command Response:  Upon receipt/recognition of a MAYDAY, Command will instruct all personnel to cease radio traffic and move unrelated fire ground operations to another specific channel.  Command can ask dispatch for a Signal 1000 on the dispatch frequency and may order one on the local frequency.  All RIT activities will operate on the fire ground channel used by the MAYDAY caller.  Command should consult with and deploy the RIT team to the firefighter’s location with needed resources.  Command will continue radio contact with the distressed firefighter to reassure, calm and update on RIT progress.
